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  Newsletter 

Genealogical Society of  

Vermont 

G SV’s fall membership meeting will be 
held on October 20, 2018, at the Parish 

Hall Our Lady of the Angels Church 
43 Hebard Hill Rd Randolph VT (off VT 
Rte. 66 West, near I-89 exit 4) https://
ourladyvt.org Registration begins at 9:30 
a.m., followed by  the annual business meet-
ing with the biennial election of officers. The 
featured speaker is: Sam Dundon: “What 
Can DNA Really Tell You About Your 
Family History?” This will be followed by 
a DNA roundtable discussion of "Problems 
Solved or Not Solved by DNA" moderated 
by John A. Leppman, MD. The luncheon 
will be provided by the church hospitality 
group. The afternoon speaker will be yours 
truly: Jonathan W. Stevens: “Overseer of 
the Poor Records in Vermont Town Rec-
ords.” Registration for the meeting is $25 
for GSV members and $30 for non-members. 
For the second time are also offering a spe-
cial rate of $50 for married couples, if one is 
a member of GSV. Please register by Octo-
ber 12, 2018. The registration deadline is so 
we have a headcount for the luncheon. How-
ever if the deadline passes and you would 
still like to attend and have not registered, 
please email me at stevens@vermontel.net 
to indicate that that you will be attending.  
 

Sam Dundon: “What Can DNA Really 

Tell You About Your Family History?” 

DNA testing services promise the world and 

more in exchange for a spit sample and a fee. 

We will discuss how such services work, and 

the strengths and limitations of the infor-

mation they provide. A Vermont native, Sam 

Dundon is the daughter of genealogist and 

Fair Haven Town Historian Dani Roberts. 

She earned her bachelor's degrees at the Uni-

versity of Vermont before hopping the Con-

necticut to earn her PhD in Biology at Dart-

mouth College. She is currently a post-

doctoral research fellow at Yale University 

where she studies the life cycle of cells, the 

building blocks of the human body. She is 

passionate about sharing her knowledge with 

the public to demystify the science that per-

vades our daily lives.  
 
Jonathan W. Stevens: “Overseer of the 
Poor Records in Vermont Town Records.” 
When no trace of an ancestor can be found in 
conventional vital records, such as the Ver-
mont Vital Records Card Index, and there is 
no known gravestone, one often underuti-
lized resource is the records of the Overseer 
of the Poor. Many times, these records are 
found in the town records or town reports 
and give a detailed accounting of a town’s 
paupers, including deaths and burials. This 
discussion will provide an overview of the 
information that can be gleaned from these 
records, by providing examples, some of 
which are quite interesting and bizarre by 
today’s standards. Jonathan W. Stevens is a 
professional genealogist and the author and 
co-author of several genealogical articles and 
is the President of Genealogical Society of 
Vermont and Andover, Vt., Assistant Town 
Clerk.  
 
The Spring 2018 issue of Vermont Genealo-
gy will be mailed from the printer in early 
September. 

 
 

Jonathan W. Stevens, President 

INDEX TO BRANCHES  
& TWIGS, 1972—1995  

by Robert M. Murphy, ed. 2000, 572 pp.,  
hardbound. Item No. GSV 7.  

 

Special Fall Sale Price $20  
 

Plus $4.50 shipping and handling for the first copy 
and $1.00 for each additional copy.  

 
Regular price $58.50 members,  

$65.00 nonmembers.  
 

 
The Estate of Eleanor Angell 

Late of  
Burlington, Vermont 

 
Avis Hayden of  

Arlington, Vermont 
 

Jennifer Randolph of  
Hanover, New Hampshire 

 
Richard LeFever of 

Grand Forks, North Dakota  
 

Bill Jessup of  
Andover, Vermont 

donations 

http://www.genealogyvermont.org
https://ourladyvt.org
https://ourladyvt.org
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Bill Sherman 
9 Pearson Place 
Kittery, ME 03904 
email: ElmRoots1@gmail.com  
researching: Smith, Gibbs, Hall, Page, Aldrich 
  
Avis Hayden 
177 Hayden Rd 
Arlington, VT  05250 
email: haydenak@myfairpoint.net 
researching: Kelley, Burt, Grout, Perron, Knox 
 
Richard LeFever 
1214 Darwin Drive 
Grand Forks, ND 58203 
email: rdlefever@gmail.com 
researching Viall, Noble 
 
Patricia Geiger 
11270 Weatherstone Dr. 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
email: Hobbs98@earthlink.net 
researching: John Bush, Daniel Pickett 
 
Bill Jessup 
1497 Middletown Road 
Andover, VT  05143 
email: wejessup@vermontel.net 
 
Tom Boltz 
11775 Stratford House Pl. Apt. 210 
Reston, VA  20190 
email: twb3121@gmail.com 
researching: Perry, Canfield, Allen, Griffis, Parker 
 
Byron F. Van Dake 
10158 Yorktown Lane North 
Maple Grove, MN 55369 
email: bvandake@comcast.net 
 
Susan Valley 
27 Whitney Street 
Winooski, VT 05404 

In memory of the late Eleanor Angell of Burlington, a member who left a bequest in her estate to GSV. 

courtesy of John A. Leppman 

“Ye Olde GSV Meeting” 

 
New Members 

 
Descendants of Giles Roberts  

of Scarborough, Maine  
 

by Joann H. Nichols  
 

For $10, plus $4.50 shipping for the first copy  
and $1.00 for each additional copy  

 
 
Don’t let the title mislead you, Giles Roberts was the immigrant ancestor. 
This book contains a wealth of information on the Roberts family  
in Vermont. Towns mentioned are:  
 
Barnet, Barre, Berlin, Bethel, Brandon, Brattleboro, Bristol, Brookfield, 
Brookline, Burlington, Cavendish, Dover, Dummerston, Fairlee, Fletcher, 
Grafton, Greensboro, Guilford, Halifax, Hardwick, Hartford, Hyde Park, 
Jamaica, Londonderry, Lyndon, Montpelier, Moretown, Morristown, Mor-
risville, Pomfret, Putney, Readsboro, Rochester, Rockingham, Rutland, 
Somerset, Springfield, St. Johnsbury, Stratton, Sutton, Thetford, Topsham, 
Townshend, Tunbridge, Underhill, Walden. Wallingford, Wardsboro, 
Washington, Waterbury, Weathersfield, Westford, Westminster, West Fair-
lee, Weston, Wilmington and Woodstock.  

mailto:ElmRoots1@gmail.com
mailto:haydenak@myfairpoint.net
mailto:rdlefever@gmail.com
mailto:Hobbs98@earthlink.net
mailto:wejessup@vermontel.nel
mailto:twb3121@gmail.com
mailto:bvandake@comcast.net
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Genealogical Society of Vermont  
Fall Membership Meeting 

 
Saturday, October 20, 2018  

 
Our Lady of the Angels Church Parish Hall  

43 Hebard Hill Rd.,  Randolph, Vermont 
 

Directions: 
Take Exit 4 on Interstate I89. Go West on VT Rte. 66 for about .7 miles, 

take a right on Heberd Hill Road, and the church will be on the left.  

 
Registration: Begins  9:30 a.m. 

 
Annual Business Meeting with the Biennial Election of Officers 

 
 

Sam Dundon: “What Can DNA Really Tell You About Your Family History?”  
 

Roundtable Discussion of “Problems Solved or Not Solved by DNA”  
Moderated by John A. Leppman, MD 

 
Luncheon Catered by the Church Hospitality Group  

 
Jonathan W. Stevens: “Overseer of the Poor Records in Vermont Town Records” 

 
 

Registration is $25 for GSV members and $30 for non-members.  
Also special rate of $50 for married couples, if one is a member of GSV.  

 
 

Please send a check to:  
Genealogical Society of Vermont, 2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779,  

by October 12, 2018. 
 

or use PayPal (note there is a $1 additional fee for using Paypal)  
http://www.genealogyvermont.org/upcoming.htm 

Fall Half Price Sale $15 
 
 

GSV Special Publication 
Number 4 

 
Georgia, Vermont Vital Records 

 
plus $4.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  

 
 
This volume presents all births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and 
burials recorded in the town. All the civil books were tran-
scribed as well as the records from the Georgia Plains Baptist 
Church, Congregational Church, and Methodist Church of 
Georgia and North Fairfax. 



 

 

P a g e  4  M a r c h  2 0 1 7  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  V e r m o n t   
 

 
 

P a g e  4  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  o f  V e r m o n t  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

What do over a 100 million Americans have in common? Their ancestors immigrated through Ellis Island or one of the New York 
Harbor immigration stations that preceded it. FamilySearch and The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc. announced 
today the entire collection of Ellis Island New York Passenger Arrival Lists from 1820 to 1957 are now available online on both 
websites giving the opportunity to the descendants of over 100 million arrivals to discover their ancestors quicker and free of 
charge. 

Originally preserved on microfilm, 9.3 million images of historical New York passenger records spanning 130 years were digit-
ized and indexed in a massive effort by 165,590 online FamilySearch volunteers. The result is a free searchable online database 
containing 63.7 million names, including immigrants, crew, and other passengers traveling to and from the United States through 
the nation’s largest port of entry. 

“The Foundation is delighted to make these immigration records accessible to the public for free for the first time,” said Stephen 

A. Briganti, President and CEO of The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation. “This completes the circle of our decades-long 

collaboration with the team from FamilySearch, which began with providing the public with unprecedented access to their geneal-

ogy and sparking a world-wide phenomenon linking past and present.” 

 
The expanded collections can be searched at the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation’s website or at FamilySearch in three 
collections, representing three distinct periods of migration history.  
 
 

 New York Passenger Lists (Castle Garden) 1820-1891 
 

 New York Passenger Arrival Lists (Ellis Island) 1892-1924 

 New York, New York Passenger and Crew Lists 1925-1957 

The ship manifests list passengers, their names, age, last place of residence, who is sponsoring them in America, the port of depar-
ture, and their date of arrival in New York Harbor and sometimes other interesting information, such as how much money they 
carried on them, number of bags, and where on the ship they resided during its sail from overseas. 

For millions of Americans, the first chapter in the story of their lives in the New World was written on tiny Ellis Island located in 
upper New York Bay off the coast of Manhattan Island. An estimated 40 percent of Americans are descended from those who 
emigrated, primarily from European countries in the period from 1892 to 1954. Millions of them passed through Ellis Island’s 
immigration center in route to lives in “the land of the free”. 

A lesser known fact is that what we know today as “Ellis Island” didn’t exist before 1892. Ellis Island’s predecessor—Castle Gar-

den—was actually America’s first immigration center. Today it is known as Castle Clinton National Park, a 25-acre waterfront 

historical park located within The Battery, one of New York City’s oldest parks and the departure point for tourists visiting the 

Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 

 

About the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation 

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation is a non-profit organization founded in 1982 to raise funds for and oversee the his-

toric restorations of the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, working in partnership with the National Park Service/U.S. Department 

of the Interior. In addition to restoring the monuments, the Foundation created museums on both islands, The American Immigrant 

Wall of Honor®, the American Family Immigration History Center®, and the Peopling of America Center® which transformed 

the museum into the Ellis Island National Museum of Immigration. Its newest project will be the new Statue of Liberty Museum. 

The Foundation’s endowment has funded over 200 projects at the islands. 

 

 

FamilySearch.org Press Release 

Expanded Ellis Island Immigrant Records 1820-1957 Online 

http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
https://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1849782?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1368704?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1923888?collectionNameFilter=false
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BALLOT FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS  

OF THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF VERMONT  

FOR THE TERM 2018-2020 
 
 PRESIDENT: JONATHAN W. STEVENS OF CHESTER, VERMONT  

 WRITE IN: _______________________________________________________  
 
 VICE-PRESIDENT: CAROLYN L. ADAMS, ESQ. OF SOUTH RYEGATE, VERMONT  

 WRITE IN: _______________________________________________________  
 
 SECRETARY: Alice Blakely Marsh OF  Jericho, VERMONT  

 WRITE IN: _______________________________________________________  
 
 TREASURER: JANE BELCHER OF BRAINTREE, VERMONT  

 WRITE IN: _______________________________________________________  
 
 

-BALLOT DIRECTIONS-  
 
 
Feel free to photocopy or for those members, who receive the Newsletter via email, print page 5 of the PDF. Fill out 
and mail to the society address: Genealogical Society of Vermont, 2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-
8779 or scan the completed ballot and send as an attachment to email to stevens@vermontel.net. If you are planning 
on attending the GSV Fall Meeting at the Parish Hall of Our Lady of the Angels Church on October 20, 2018, 
please do not vote by mail, as there will be the usual floor vote during the annual business meeting.  

 
 

Back In Print 
 
 

Vital Records of  
Rockingham, Vermont 

and the Records 
 of the First Church of  

Rockingham 
 
 
 

$27.00 members,  
$30.00 non-members.  

 
 
 

plus $4.50 shipping  for the 
first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  



 

 

G S V  P u b l i c a t i o n s  

Zip 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 
2962 Vermont Route 12A 
Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

 

For GSV publications  

return with a check payable in US funds to: 

Order Form 

The society offers the following publications for purchase by our members and readers. GSV 
members receive a 10% discount on the purchase price. Postage and handling is extra—please add 
$4.50 for the first item and $1.00 for each additional item in the same order to the same address. 
Mail your checks, payable to GSV, to: 
 

Genealogical Society of Vermont, 2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

M 001 Membership: New or Renewal  

State 

Member # 

Item Number Description Quantity X Price = Subtotal 

Vermont Families in 1791, Vol. 1 is out of print. 
 
Vermont Families in 1791, Vol. 2. Scott A. Bartley, ed., 
1997, 304 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 5; $27.00 members, 
$30.00 non-members. This second volume covers 107 fami-
lies, has improved formatting and more complete information 
on the third generation of early Vermonters. 
 
Vital Records of Putney, Vermont to the Year 1900. Com-
piled and edited by Ken Stevens, 1992, 406 pp. Item No. GSV 
2; $27.00 members, $30.00 non-members. This is a complete 
compilation from all primary sources available in the town. 
This is augmented by the ministerial records of the pastors 
who served as early as 1776.  
 
Vital Records of Rockingham, Vermont and the Records of 

the First Church of Rockingham. Reprinted from the 1902 
and 1908 first editions, newly indexed by Christopher T. Nor-
ris and Scott A. Bartley, 323 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 3; 
$27.00 members, $30.00 non-members. Reprinted from the 
first editions of 1908 and 1902, this is an important source of 
one of Vermont’s oldest towns. The town records extend to 
1845 and church records from 1773 to 1839. New to this edi-
tion is an index of nearly 1,000 names.  
 
Georgia, Vermont Vital Records. Peter S. Mallet, ed., 1995, 
hardbound. Item No. GSV 4; $15.00 Fall sale price through 
Nov. 1, 2018. This volume presents all births, baptisms, mar-
riages, deaths and burials recorded in the town. All the civil 
books were transcribed as well as the records from the Geor-
gia Plains Baptist Church, Congregational Church, and Meth-

(Continued on page 7) 

 

 
Order Total: 

Shipping: 

Total Due: 

E-mail Phone 

Address 1 

City 

Name 

Address 2 

*There is no tax on 
GSV material.  

 
Membership fees are 

listed on the back cover. 
 

Please include your 
membership number for 

renewals and  
member discounts. 
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GSV Membership Chairperson 
57 East Shore North 
Grand Isle, VT 05458 

Membership: New or Renewal  

return with a check payable in US funds to: 
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odist Church of Georgia and North Fairfax. Fall sale price of $15 through Nov. 1, 
2018.  
 
Windsor County, Vermont Probate Index, 1778-1899. Scott Andrew Bartley and 
Marjorie-J. Bartley, compilers, 2000, 560 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 6; $45.00 
members, $50.00 nonmembers. This is a comprehensive index of all files in the 
Windsor County Probate Court Districts —Windsor and Hartford. The records cover 
the period from the earliest 1778 records through the end of the nineteenth century, 
more than 20,000 probate files. The files are indexed by the name of the major party 
in the case, place of residence, probate district, type of record, year, and probate rec-
ord volume . 
 
Index to Branches & Twigs, 1972—1995. Robert M. Murphy, ed. 2000, 572 pp., 
hardbound. Item No. GSV 7; $20.00 spring sale price through June 1, 2018. This is 
the every-name index to GSV’s Branches & Twigs, published for 24 years in 96 is-
sues. The 180,000 entries include every genealogically important name mentioned in 
every issue. Separate sections of this work list the coverage of each Apple Orchard 
installment, and provide a full author and title index to book reviews. Branches & 
Twigs included large quantities of information of interest to family historians. Fall 
sale price of $20 through Nov. 1, 2018.  
 
Sudbury, Vermont: Genealogies, Vital Records, and Census Records. Mary Ann Z. 
Wheeler, 2000, 416 pp., hardbound. Item No. GSV 8; $44.55 members, 49.50 non-
members. This book is a comprehensive transcription of census and vital records for 
Sudbury, plus carefully compiled genealogies of families. This book is among the 
very best genealogical resources about a Vermont town. This is a cooperative publi-
cation between GSV and Picton Press. 
 
A Bibliography for Vermont Genealogy, 2nd edition. John A. Leppman, 2005, soft-
bound. Item No. GSV 11; $9.00 members, $10.00 nonmembers. (Mail orders should 
add $1.50 for postage and handling, not the $3.50 normally charged.) This is a new 
edition of A Bibliography for Vermont Genealogy was released in April 2005. It in-
cludes more listings than the first edition, most published since 2000. It is keyed to 
Scott Andrew Bartley’s Genealogies Found in Vermont Histories (Vol. 10, No. 1 of 
Vermont Genealogy, also designated GSV publication number 10.).  
 
Index to the History and Map of Danby, Vermont, Compiled by Joann H. Nichols. 
(1998), softbound, Item No. D1; $3.50, plus $1.50 shipping for the first copy and 
$1.00 for each additional copy. An index to J[ohn] C. Williams, History and Map of 
Danby, Vermont (Rutland, Vt., 1869; reprinted S.L. Griffith Library, 1976). Limited 
Number Available.  
 

 

Want To Contact Us? 

 

Our website is at 
http://www.genealogyvermont.org/ 

 

News, articles and comments for the  
newsletter should be mailed to: 

 
Genealogical Society of Vermont 

2962 Vermont Route 12A 

 Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

stevens@vermontel.net 
 

Newsletter deadlines are: 
 Jan. 15  —  March issue 
 April 15 —  June issue 
 July 15 —  September issue 
 Oct. 15 —  December issue 

 

Vermont Genealogy, the GSV Journal 
contact information: 

Michael F. Dwyer, FASG, Editor 
389 Orchard Hill,  

Pittsford, VT 05763 
michaelftdwyer@comcast.net 

 

Send copies of relevant books for  
journal review to: 
John A. Leppman 

Book Review Editor 
20 Thwing Lane 

Bellows Falls, VT 05101-1640 
 

Moving? Let Us Know 

Please inform GSV if you move.  
Send notices to:  
Diantha Howard 

57 East Shore North 
Grand Isle, VT 05458 

 

 

Advertising Policy 

The GSV Newsletter accepts paid advertising 
at $3.00 per column inch. It must relate to ge-
nealogy, preferably Vermont, and must be 
received before the deadline listed above. 
Checks made out to GSV are sent to 2962 Ver-
mont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779 
along with the exact wording for the ad. GSV 
offers no warranty on the services of advertis-
ers. 
 

 
A Quarterly Publication of the 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY OF  
VERMONT 

ISSN 1087-4550 
© 2018 Genealogical Society of Vermont 

Vermont Genealogy Back Issues: 

 
Issues 1: 1-13: 4, are available for $5.00 each, except special issues 10: 1 and 11: 1 & 
2, which are available for $10.00 each. Issues 14: 1 & 2, 14 : 3 & 4, 15: 1 - 23: 1, are 
available for $10.00 each. There is a mailing fee of $2.00 ($3.00 to Canadian address-
es) for each single issue, $2.50 ($3.50 to Canada) for each double issue (i.e., the $10 
issues). For multiple issue orders, please add $1 for each additional 1 to 5 issues. 
Note: issues 1: 4, 3: 3, 3: 4 and 4: 4 are out of print.  

GSV Special Publication 
Number 14 

 
Vital Records Recorded in the Peru, Vt. Town Records 

by Jonathan W. Stevens 
 

Back Issues available: 
for $10, plus $2.50 shipping  for the first copy and $1.00  

for each additional copy  

http://www.genealogyvermont.org/
mailto:stevens@vermontel.net
mailto:stevens@vermontel.net


 

 

Genealogical Society of Vermont 
2962 Vermont Route 12A 

Braintree, VT 05060-8779 

Please look at your address label for your membership expiration date. Your 
membership expires on the date shown on the top line of the address label. 

 
Dues are $25.00 for US addresses. 

Canada and Mexico are $35.00 
All other foreign addresses are $50.00 in US funds. 

 
Membership includes our journal Vermont Genealogy and four issues of our news-
letter. These publications will keep you abreast of genealogical news and present 
current articles on genealogical source material, conferences and meetings, tech-

niques and queries. If you would like to receive a membership card, please include 
a self addressed stamped envelop with your dues.  

Send membership dues and applications to: 
 

GSV Membership Chairperson 
57 East Shore North 

Grand Isle, VT 05458 
 

All other correspondence,  
except for submissions and queries to Vermont Genealogy, should be sent to  

 
Genealogical Society of Vermont,  

2962 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060-8779. 

Dues Notice! 

Address Service Requested 

NONPROFIT 
ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

RUTLAND, VT 
PERMIT NO. 

258 

 

Daniel Webster Marker Stratton, Vt. 


